
What is Scanner Radio 
A scanner is a radio receiver that automatically tunes, or scans, two or more discrete 
frequencies. Generally, scanners cover the non-broadcast radio bands between 30 and 
950 MHz using FM, although there are models that cover more of the radio spectrum and 
use other modulation types. 

Scanners developed from earlier tunable and fixed-frequency radios that received one 
frequency at a time. Non-broadcast radio systems, such as those used by public safety 
agencies, do not transmit continuously. With a radio fixed on a single frequency, many 
minutes could pass between signals. The development of the scanner, with its multiple 
frequencies, allowed the radio to move on to the next frequency after a transmission 
ended on the first frequency. 

Popular amongst hobbyists, reporters, corporate spies, criminals and lawyers, scanners 
allow chosen frequencies to be stored in memory banks to allow them to be monitored 
later and will only stop scanning when there is a signal strong enough to break the radio's 
squelch setting. 

Scanners first became popular and widely available during CB Radio's heyday in the 
1970s. The first scanners often had between four and ten channels and required a separate 
crystal for each frequency received. Modern programmable scanners allow hundreds or 
thousands of frequencies to be entered via a keypad and stored in various 'memory banks' 
and can scan at a rapid rate due to modern microprocessors. Many recent models will 
allow scanning of the specific DCS or CTCSS code used on a specific frequency should 
it have multiple users. One memory bank can be assigned to air traffic control, another 
can be for local marine communications, and yet another for local police frequencies. 
These can be switched on and off depending on the user's preference. Most scanners have 
a weather radio band, allowing the listener to tune into weather radio broadcasts from 
within 50 miles (or even greater) of a weather radio transmitter. 

Active frequencies can be found by searching the internet and frequency reference books 
or can be discovered through a radio's search function. An external antenna for a desktop 
scanner or an extendable antenna for a handheld unit is a good idea for optimum 
performance. 

Here is some Scanner Manufactors: 

AOR (Authority on Radio Communications)  

Radio Shack  

Uniden under the Bearcat brand, but also OEM under Radio Shack brand  

Icom New Zealand  

GRE (exclusively OEM's for Radio Shack)  

http://www.aorusa.com/
http://www.radioshack.com/family/index.jsp?categoryId=2032072&cp=2032052
http://www.uniden.com/products/index.cfm?cat=scanners
http://www.icom.co.nz/
http://www.gre.co.jp/index_e.html
http://www.radioshack.com/
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